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HALF-FARES FOR THE STRAPS.

It is an axiom of the street car transportation busi-
ness that the dividends are in the straps. That is,
the profits are in the failure to give adequate service;
in getting the public’s money for service which isn’t
rendered to it. All over the country there is an
uprising against the further acceptance ef this rule of
the business. It is realized that the public is entitled
to what it pays for, and that it ought to pay in pro-
portion as it is served. '

That is why the Norris measure to provide half-
fares for the strap-hangers is worthy of commenda-
tion. Overcrowding of cars is unsafe, unhealthy, and
altogether objectionable. If the straps were taken
oui of the cars and the water out of the shares, there
would be no difficulty making ends meet and earning
substantial returns on capital actually invested. Con-
gress and the Public Utilities Commission’are direct-
ing their efforts at these twin eliminations, and the
public may reasonably hope for better conditions be-
fore long. )

INFLATING CARRANZA’S BALLOON?

It is very important in Mexico that a man as-
piring to be admired should keep his personal glory
beautifully burnished. In Mexico it would be impos-
sible for anybody to be a popular leader who could,
under any circumstances, bend his knee before the
United States,

Suppose in our State Department there should
be the deep craft of a Talleyrand. Suppose on the in-
ternational checkerboard it should play with a finesse
looking far beyond the present and working ends to
ordinary eyes undiscoverable. Suppose it should
seem a very cunnirg thing te8 make it appear to the
Mexicans that Carranza was great enough and valiant
enough to dare to rebuff the United States Govern-
ment.

Well, that wouldn't do Carranza any harm with
the Mexican people. Americans are a material, prac-
tical race. What they want is results,

So now if some Talleyrand in our State Depart-
ment should be playing a subfle game like that, secret-
ly letting guns and gold slip into Carranza's hanis,
yet making it appear to the Mexicans that Carranza
could defy the wishes of anybody except the Mexi-
cans and scorn the help of anybody except the Mexi-
cans—why then grape juice statecraft might be de-
livering the goods!

THE CASE OF MISS BURNS.

Miss Lucy Burns, suffragist leader, has submitted
to arrest on a warrant which the police department
has issued, charging her with responsibility for chalk-
ing on the sidewalks notices of suffrage meetings.

The activity and zeal of our police authorities in
this case justify much satisfaction to the public. It
is 2 good thing to see how much more enthusiasm
is displayed about looking after the public interest
than was manifested, say, on March 3 last. Plainly,
the police department is going to show the ladies,
who complained bitterly at that time, that it can be
tremendously efficient when it feels that way. Pos-
sibly the ladies will have some doubts about the de-
sirapility of having all the efficiency aimed against
them, instead of having some of it work for them
occasionally; but they must not be hypercritical.
They don't understand the business of government,
anyhow; they are only women.

The prosecution of Miss Burns, in this instance,
leads up to hope that presently there will be a re-
crudescence of police interest in running down some
of the robbery, hold-up, and other serious cases which
in large numbers have gone unexplained and un-
punished in this Capital. The department by begin-
ning at the bottom, with the modest little offenders
the people who leave word where they can be found
if an officer drops in to arrest them during the iunch
hour—will accumulate a lot of experience that may

| I
get even this much out of it in final enactment, com- |

| promise and conciliation are necessary.

The banking interests would clearly be blame-
| worthy were they to stand out for the last petty item
‘of their claims and thus end hope of the bill's pas-
'sage. None the less blameworthy is any such dema-
0gic and unsubstantiated statement as the above,
which can only incite the other side to ill-advised
obstinacy.

THE PUBLIC COMFORT STATIONS®

The War Department authorities, in control of
park spaces, have undertaken a plan of improvement,
in the matter of public comfort stations, that does
not impress the community &s an improvement at
all. In some of the parks it is removing these very
nccessary and desirable establishments away from
their central locations, to sites on the borders of the
parks, immediately adjacent to the sidewalks, and
under the windows of homes across the street.

This plan has been adopted as to the stations at
Lincoln Park, Franklin Park, and Lafayette Park. No
obvious necessity for the change is apparent. A
chorus of protest has gone up from the neighbor-
hoods affected, and there is good reason for it. Taking
the neighborhoods as a whole, the establishments
will be no more accessible, on the average, than
when located i the centers of the parks; and they
w.ll be vastly more objectionable to the people of
the immediate neighborhoods concerned.

The District Commissioners have no authority in
the matter, though they should have. The wishes of
the people immediately affected seem to be of small
concern to the military people who are making the
changes. The Commissioners sent Assistant Corpor-
ation Counsel Whiteford to present their views to the
War Department, and urge that the comfort stations
be handled in such a manner as to assure the greatest
measure of benefits with the least objection to the
neighborhoods.

In the case of Dupont Circle, when Congress
made a large appropriation to establish a comfort
station of the underground and, therefore, the least
offensive type, in an objectionable location, the near-
by residents entered a protest, and the action was
promptly rescinded. It is not apparent that the
wealthy and socially important people of the Dupont
section ought to be granted a special consideration in
such affairs that is to be denied to other people. It
was natural enough that the objections should be
made, and it was proper to yield to the objections
that were advanced; but the same rule should be
applied in other neighborhoods.

“PRACTICAL” CONSERVATION.

The practical men in the conservation congress
protested vigorously against regulation which would
retard the development of water powers. They in-
sisted that with conditions imposed upon the tenure
and operation of water powers, money could not be
secured with which to develop them. None the less,
the convention by an overwhelming majority voted
against this “practical” view, and sustained the policy
that was laid down by Roosevelt, developed under
Fisher, and is today accepted by the country as the
one assurance of safeguarding the national interests.

A generation and two generations ago this “prac-
tical" view applied to the development of the forests,
the coal, the public domain, and the rest of the
natural resources of the country. Give 'em to any-
body that would develop ‘'em. that was the slogan.
The same rule was applied to the franchises of the

THIS & THAT

With Sometimes a Littis of the Other

DEFIANCE.
1 want to pay an income tax!—
To gratify a passion
To—kindly make no idle cracks:
I know that it's the fashion
To put such phrases at the end,
But I ain't gonna do it.
I want a lot of coin to spend.
And that’s all there is to it.

I want to pay the—what care I
For rules of verse construction?

Because some poor, misguided guy
Onee put on a production

Wherein the nub brought up the rear,
Does that make it requirely?

Am [ obliged to trail him here?

- - -

I'll leave it out entirely!
CLIFFORD T. MYNDOTT.

The plan of Senator Norris to Issue
rebates to straphangers Ils a good one—
but it wouldn't work. Its practical de-
fects are many; also obvious—too ob-
vious to be listed in even this eol. The
statistice on the subject show over 10,000
methods of wasting time, and endeavor-
ing to legisiate falrness and decency
into public service corporations is one
of the most prominent.

Becret service corporations, one might
call them. '

We Wouldn't Know Where To Put It
G. 8. K.: 1 still have that good con-
tribution. WIll you pay for it if I send

it to you?
M.

M oM.

True story:

Conclusion of a large evening. Two
middie-aged gentlemen reclining in easy
chairs at club, (Inebriate vocal man-
nerisms omitted.)

Number one (evidentiy the host):
“Well, it's been a not unfavorable even.
ing. We had something to eat, and
something to drink, and—and something
to drink, and something to eat. It's
been & not unfavorable evening—not un-
favorable,”

Number two
completely):

{dasiring to acquiesce
“Very not! Very not'"

You Can’t, But There Was Once One
That Began With a Mystery,

Sir: Was ever there story bv E.
Phillips Oppenheim, the opening scene
of which did not happen in a restau-
rant? And where can | get it?

G Y. 0

“It is now a foregone conclusion,”
says the “Post,” *that Mr. MecCombs
will again decline the tender of the am-
bassadorship to France.” In the bright
lexicon of Mr. Willlam McComba there
is no such thing as foregone conclusion.
Nor conclusion of any other kind.

WE ARE STUMPED FOR A HEAD
(From the Kittanning, Pa.. *‘Leader ')
LOST—Gold cuff link, with amethyst set-

ting between Fosston trolley wstation and
Rosston Finder pleass leave at- Rosston
store.

cities, which wanted modern traction, electric, and gas
lights, power, and the like. Franchises were given
for almost any term that was asked on practically[
whatever terms were suggested. Now the cities are
everywhere fighting to determine whether they are
in the hands of perpetual monopolies, and legisia-
tures and courts are striving to modify the grants that
were made so freely and with almost no effective
conditions.

Let the “practical” view of water power, which
has been defeated in the conservation congress, pre-|
vail in the national legislature, and a generation|
hence will see the country striving to undo the mis-|
takes of this era. It may be urged that capital is;
unwilling to finance the developments unless it gets
assurance of unregulated monopoly. But more Iikel_\'.i
capital is holding off to get everything it can. Let!
a proper policy once be definitely adopted, and con-
ditions will adjust themselves to it. The failure of|
the “practical”” view to capture a gathering in which|
determined efforts had been made to secure control.l

in time serve it in good stcad when there is a real
crime to be ferreted out or a public parade to be pro-
tected.

NOT IN THE RIGHT TONE.

The Senote commiltee 8 deadiocked beczuse the !
banging interest has gained the ascendency. When priv- |
flece is on the delensive, action postponed is actioy (i"'ﬂ
feated The failure of the Senate committee Wy agree s
not un ;etellectual accident. It ‘s a prearranged triumpi |
{or the national banks —New York World

in the Senate there is no denying. Those arguments|
have led to changes which President Wilson himself|
deems advisable in the Administration bill and the|
logic of which Chairman Glass. of the House coni-|
mittee, himself assents to.

As to further delay. the banking and business|
interests are still contending for four points. The
chief of these, the one most sharply fought for, is
provision for the redemption of the United States’
promises to pay in gold and not in paper.

It is strictly possible that no such crisis would
come as to make Government notes meaningless
pieces of paper. It is not for fear of such a crisis
that the “or lawful money' clause is being con-
demned. If such a crisis did come, the bankess!
would suffer less than the general publiz trying tol
meet. sky-high prices. If it does not come, they are |
certainly no better off than the public for hnving{
the nation’s credit unimpaired.

In all these four points at issue there is now no,

yesson why satisfactory agreement should not be|ation. Perhaps his customs revenues will have o
reached. The bill that was 80 per cent good has|be shut off; if so, the United States is able easily
been made more than 80 per cent good. But tolenough to apply the right pressure at the right places,

indicates that it is going to be very difficult to re-|
verse the national sentiment on this subject. !

LORD COWDRAY’S SURRENDER.

Lord Cowdray, who was Sir Weetman Pearson, |
head of the vast Anglo-Mexican group 'n oil, rail-|
roads. mines and pretty nearly everything else, has!
appealed to the United States Government for pro-
tection. Lord Cowdray has for a long time been the

Huerta. that the invisible government was thorough- |
ly visualized in his person. He has been suspected,|
for very good reasons, of intrigue with the British
government to keep its sympathies on the Huerta
side. At the bottom the British admiralty’s ambition
to establish an independent course of oil supplies for
its navy has been credited with much of the kindly
interest it has taken in the Pearson enterprises.

The Washington Government is asked to protect
the Pearson concerns in Mexico, and incidentally
is given, rather tardily it would appear, the assurance
that it has not been and is not now giving financial
aid to Huerta. It will be unnecessary to pry too far
into the quality of this disclaimer. It is enough to
know that Cowdray now does repudiate Huerta be-
fore the world. That fact will not fail to impress
the fact that Huerta's most wealthy and potent friend
sees the inevitable, and is getting under cover.

It should be possible before very long now to
force the hand of Huerta by the processes of starv-

A frilend of ours writes us anent a
newspaper to which he s a subscriber,
and which reaches him thrice a month
or thereabouts, “It's circulation 1s
sluggish.” he saye

“1 wish it would
I wouldn't

Current bromidlom:
stay this way all winter,
care If it never got cold.”

We Cannot Thank You Enough.

8ir: 1f it weren't for my calling at-
tentlon to it you prdbably wouldn't ever
know that the Pennsylvania turkey
farmer who hroke into print yesterday.
in a splel about the high prices of the

birds, is J. P. Brest.
A

B N

Mileage-hunting Congressmen are ad-
monished to hesitate and reck. The
game's not worth the scandal

My heart leaps up when [ behold
A rainbow colored tie,
But when npon my vision glares
One of those new cerise affairs,
My heart lHes dowp to die
—Yale Reccrd

My heart leaps up what time T lamp
A multi-colered shirt,
RBut when upon some @ink | pipe
The shirting with the crosswise stripe,
It gives one dyving spurt

“Soveght Hubby Tn Man's Garb. —The

Herald

(invisible government in Mexico, except that his oper-| [n whut else wovld rh= expect 10 find
The bankers’ arguments have led to the delay!ations have been so bold, under Diaz and later under| ™

m*

Fxit thke onsternation congress

FAMILIAR PHRASES.
I.1
The sven tenor of lts war
—r—
the George

of-

And the
Washington

paragrapher of
I'nivearsity “Hatchet'

fers “not prepared.”

New rivie head from the ““Hatchet ™
MGR, NASH ANNOUN
CES SPLENDID sCHED-
ULE; SQUAD REDUCED.

The National Conservation Congress
has concluded, but we know no reason
why we shouldn't cop its stuff

Conservation, as we understand it. is

the husbanding of natural resources so
that the future may be taken care of,

Running one's poorer stuff around the
middle of the column, In other words—
S0 as to have a goud last paragraph
G B K
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13—THE COURTIN,
By James Russell Lowell.
Copyright by The Press Publishing Co.
OD makes sech nights, all white
an’ stlil
Fur'z you cap look or listen,
Moc;:mmne an’ snpow on field an’

All slience an' all glisten.

Zekle crep' up quite unbeknown
An' peeked In thru the winder,

Ap' there sot Huldy all alone.
Ith no one nigh to hender

The very room, coz she was in
Beemed warm from floor to cellin’,
An’ she looked full ez rosy agin
Ez the apple she waer peeclin’

"Twas kin' o' kingdom-come to |ook
On sech a blessed cretur

A dogrose blushln’
Ain't modestor

to a lirouvk
nor sweeler

He was #ix fool o' man, Al
Clear grit an” human natur

None couldn’t quicker pitch g ton
Nor drop a furrer stralghter

He'd sparked it with full twenty gals,
He'd squired “em, danced ‘em, druv
‘em,
Fust this one, an” then thet, by =pells -
All I8, he couldn’t love “em.

But lon
All crinkly like curled maple

0" her his velns ould run

The side she breshed feit full o sun
Ez a south slope in Ap'li

she thought no v'ics had seen n Awing
Ez !sn In he cholr;

My! when he made “Ole Hundred'’ ring,
=he knowed the Lord was nlzher

An* she’d blueh searlit. right in prarer,

When her new meetin' -bannes
Felt somehow thru’ Its erown u palr
O blue eyes sot upon it

Thet night, T tell ve,
Bhe =eemed Lo've got o new smoul

For she fell sartin-sgure he'd com
Down to héer very shoe.sole

.
She heered a fool, an® knowed i1, iy,
A-raspin® on the seraper
All ways 1o unce her feelin's New .
Like sparks In burnt-up pape
He kin' o Iitered on the mat.
Somne doubtiul o the sokle
His heart Kep' goln® pity -pat,
But hern went pity Zekles
You want to dée my pa, | 5'pose ™
“Wial—no-1 come dasfienin ™
“To see my ma’ She's sprinklin® clo’ey

Agin to-morrer's i'nin

To uay why guals act so ar so,
O dom't auld Lie presgmin’
Mohby to mean VYes an’ sas
‘omes nateral to women

He stood 4 =pell on one oot furet

Then rtoml a spell on Uother
An® on one which he &1L thie wust
He couldn’t hia® 1ald ve nuther

save he, "I'd rauther eall agin
Sava she. “Think lLikely, Mister:

Thet last word pricked him like 4 pin,
An'—— Wal he up an’ kist

When Ma bimeby upon ‘em slips,
Huldy got pale oz pshes

All kin® o amily roun” the lips
An’ teary roun’ the lashes

For she was 08 the quiet kind
Whose naturs never wary,

Like streams that keep a summer mind
Snowhid in Jenooary

The

e

blood clost roun
glued
Too tight for all expressin’
Tell mother see how matters stood
An' gin "em both her hlessin’

her  heavt feit

Then her red come back like the tule
Down to the Bay o Fundy,

An' all 1 know I8 thev was cried
1o meelin’ come pex’ Bunday.

|
,

| husband must be only “an tllusion.”

l

|

1
|
|

|
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TCopyright by The Presa [Publishing Co
LITTLE lie told for love's sake is better than a bitter truth told
for candor’s sake.

A

A wife sometimes gets awfully tired of being a combination rib,
backbone, and whole moral anatomy.

There’s something so supernal looking about a pretty girl in an
apron standing over a cook stove that the sight has convinced many a

quet,

{ hardened bachelor that married life would be one long Elysian ban-

Of course, woman should have perfect faith in her husband. but
even the Scriptures don't require that she should go as far as to let

him select his own trained nurse.

When a lover begins to demand instead of to plead, love has hit

the toboggan slide.

It takes a lot of mental science for an unhappy wife to convince
herself that there is no such thing as evil, and that, therefore, her

When a girl asks a man to be “nice” to another girl he may be

The “blighted being’’ is passe.

she looked s ' foolish enough to accommodate her, but he needn’t be foolish enough
| to expect to receive her blessing for it

As far as men are concerned, the

greatest crime on earth a woman can commit is to be unhappy.

Being poor is nothing. it's being caught without the goods that

hurts.

GOOD STORIES

Over-Recommended.

HE foreman of a rallway con-
struction gang engaged in A spur
neng Philadelphia WHAs  ap-
proached not long since by an

Irishman of the gang. who asked about
a job for his brother Dennia, relates the
Pittsburgh Chronicle

‘He's jist as good a man as mesiif,”
=aid Mike, ““‘Can’'t ve fix him here?”

“1 guess so,” responded the foreman.
“Sand him here tomorrow morning.”

“Whole 1I'm about 1L continued the
Celt, I'd lolke to put tn a wurrd for
me other brother, Malachi™”

“Is he a gpood man, too?”

“Me fri'nd.”” suld the lrishman, im-

pressively, “"Malachli's a better man
than menilf an® Dennls put together.””
“In that case,”™ sald the foremitn.

with a zrin, “tell Malachl to come and
von and Dennis can look for other
Jobas.”

Thrift.
HIS story of a thoughtfa] boy per-
I haps might he no less applicable
to certain adults, suvs the Chi-
cago Record-Herald
The sermon had “Theift” for its sub.

lect and the minister wuxed @oguent

vonverning thrift of the real and mis-

taken kinds. Noting that Jim watched
and listened with mi] h's eves and euars
he spoke to 'he lad as the latter was

leaving church.

“lI think the sermon interested vou,
sonnie,” he said kindly, L was glad to
See that you seemed to like It Are

Vou mgoing to put the lesson into use”
“Oh, 1 have,” answersd Jim earnestly
“l1 was going to put my nickel in the
collection plate, bui after you =ail so
much about putting money to the bagt
uses I made up my mind i'd save {t for

Some real need.”

What’s on the Program in
Washington Today

Meetings, evening:

Masonic—Columbia Lodge, Neo. 3. anc
Lebanon, No. 7; Hiram Chapter, No
1. Royal Arch; Columbia Command
ery, No. 2. Knights 'l‘emnhrm: Marths

Chapter, No. 4, Eastern g

Odd !;‘ellnw—Centﬂl No. ;
and etropolls, No. 1§ degree wor
Phoenix, No. 25, business; Magene)
Encampment, No 4 degree work
Dorcas Lodge, No. 4,
Eree work.

Red Men—8Seneca Tribe. No. 10 I
Pennsylvania avenue southeas!: Mine
ola Tribe, No. 4, Anacostia: Idahc
Council, No. 1, Degree of Pocahon
tas, Northeast Temple, Twelfth anc
H streets northeast.

Knights of Pythias—Syracusians Todg
No. 10; Hathbone Temple, No.
Pythian Sisters.

-
L

Amusements.
National—"Ziegfeld Follies,” §:.15 u" m.
Columbia—*'Damaged Goodl.; 8:15 pm

&

Belasco—"The Blindness Virtus,
820 p. m

Academy—"The Warning,” 8:16 p. m.

FPoli's—"The Right of Way,’ 21§ a
8:15 p. m.

Keith's—Vaudeville, 2:15 and 51}
p. m

Cosmus—Vaudeville, continuous
Casino — Vaudeville, alternooa and

evening.
Gayety--Burlesque, 215 and $ispm
Arcode Auditorium—Prize fish-walk to

night.

Hits From Sharp Wits.

The nation certainly has its hands
full of crises. It must pacify Mexicg
and at the same time settle the Thaw
case.—Baitimore American,

Miladi says there's one consolation-
the smaller the house, the smaller the
mortgage. — Commerclal-Appeal, Mem-

phia

One orator in New York says that his
understanding about it is Chat If yo:
“call @ man a liar in the South he =il
shout at vou,. in the West knock you
down, but In the East he'll bet you &
quarter you can't prove iL"—Augusts
Chronicle,

Two may live well on what one ma)
spend foolishly

Those who cannot stand prosperits
wijl not have it long.—Albany Eveninz
Journal

S ——
Whenever a woman knows a secret
she makes every word tell

ONLY

;qu:oas SHOPPING
AvS
£ MRISTMA &

sen thet it some wimmis
ryent an much time dressin® dolls a
they do “dollin’ ™ up, there'd be mor:

My won

faces om Christmas

Httle :u-ill-’
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